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††  TTHHEEOOPPHHAANN  

  

BByy  tthhee  MMeerrccyy  ooff  GGoodd  

BBiisshhoopp  ooff  PPhhiilloommeelliioonn  

aanndd  tthhee  AAllbbaanniiaann  OOrrtthhooddooxx  DDiioocceessee  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass  
 

 

  
PPAASSTTOORRAALL  LLEETTTTEERR  

RREESSUURRRREECCTTIIOONN  OOFF  OOUURR  LLOORRDD  JJEESSUUSS  CCHHRRIISSTT    
PPAASSCCHHAA  22002244 

 

 

TToo  tthhee  hhoonnoorraabbllee  cclleerrggyy,,  aanndd  tthhee  bbeelloovveedd OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhrriissttiiaannss  ffaaiitthhffuull,,  

ssoonnss  aanndd  ddaauugghhtteerrss,,  mmeemmbbeerrss,,  ssuuppppoorrtteerrss,,  bbeenneeffaaccttoorrss  aanndd  ffrriieennddss  ooff  GGoodd--PPrrootteecctteedd  

AAllbbaanniiaann  OOrrtthhooddooxx  DDiioocceessee  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass.. 
  

  

  

GGrraaccee,,  MMeerrccyy,,  PPeeaaccee  aanndd  JJooyy  ffrroomm  oouurr  RReessuurrrreecctteedd  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  aanndd  ffrroomm  uuss,,  ppaatteerrnnaall  bblleessssiinnggss!!  
 

 

Dear faithful and beloved sons and daughters in the CChhrriisstt, the holy FFeeaasstt  ooff  tthhee  

RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt, which surpasses in greatness all other feasts, once again 

pours its rays of light, grace, blessing and hope on us and on the entire creation, warming our 

souls and bodies, and helps us to understand that death has been defeated forever, and the 

everlasting life has been given to us all. 

In the mystical night of the RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn, we are called to come closer, with emotion, fear 

and trembling, to the ringing of bells and the sound of trumpets, to receive the HHoollyy  LLiigghhtt and to 

meet HHiimm ""tthhee  SSOONN,,  tthhaatt  eevveerr--eexxiisstteedd,,  ttooggeetthheerr  wwiitthh  GGOODD  tthhee  FFaatthheerr  aanndd  tthhee  HHOOLLYY  SSPPIIRRIITT;;  tthhee  

uunnccrreeaatteedd  ‘‘SSUUNN’’  tthhaatt  ccoo--ccrreeaatteedd  oouurr  cceelleessttiiaall  ssuunn"" as the MMyyrrrrhhbbeeaarriinngg  WWoommeenn, who came early in 

the morning to the TToommbb, looking to meet the CCrreeaattoorr of LLiiffee. The thousands of believers with 

lighted candles utter, from the depths of their souls, the PPaasscchhaall greeting ""CChhrriisstt  iiss  RRiisseenn!!""  
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The dark night is flooded with LLiigghhtt, the sad shadow of death is removed; "the SSuunnrriissee 

of sunrises dominates the whole universe, shining with the unapproachable LLiigghhtt of the 

RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn." ""NNooww  eevveerryytthhiinngg  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  lliigghhtt”” - it is heard from the chanter stand of 

the church – ““aanndd  tthhee  sskkyy  aanndd  tthhee  eeaarrtthh  aanndd  tthhoossee  bbeellooww..”” So the PPaasscchhaa can rightly be called the 

""FFeessttiivvaall  ooff  LLiigghhtt,"" because the LLiigghhtt rose again through CChhrriisstt  tthhee  LLoorrdd from the darkness of 

the grave. Thus the LLiigghhtt is part of the work of saving the world, CChhrriisstt  tthhee  LLoorrdd,, RRiisseenn from 

the dead becoming ""tthhee  iilllluummiinnaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  nnaattiioonnss,,"" the ""TTrruuee  LLiigghhtt  tthhaatt  iilllluummiinnaatteess  eevveerryy  mmaann  

wwhhoo  ccoommeess  iinnttoo  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..""  ((JJoohhnn  11::99)).. 

BBeelloovveedd  bbrrootthheerrss  aanndd  ssiisstteerrss  iinn  CChhrriisstt  tthhee  LLoorrdd,,  

The RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd ""oonn  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  ddaayy  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  SSccrriippttuurreess""  ((TThhee  CCrreeeedd)), is 

described by all four evangelists, who saw JJeessuuss raised from the dead and became confessors 

and preachers of this DDiivviinnee  MMiirraaccllee. The EEvvaannggeelliiccaall accounts are very important, because 

they come from direct witnesses of this DDiivviinnee  MMiirraaccllee by which death was overcome and life 

was given to all people. In this sense, the HHoollyy  AAppoossttllee  PPeetteerr, addressing the multitudes 

gathered in JJeerruussaalleemm, on the occasion of the FFeeaasstt  ooff PPeenntteeccoosstt, when the HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt 

descended upon the HHoollyy  AAppoossttlleess, said that ""GGoodd  hhaass  RReessuurrrreecctteedd  tthhiiss  JJeessuuss,,  ooff  wwhhoomm  wwee  aarree  aallll  

wwiittnneesssseess..""  ((AAccttss  22::3322))..  

For example, the HHoollyy  AAppoossttlleess  aanndd  EEvvaannggeelliissttss  LLuukkee,,  JJoohhnn  aanndd  MMaarrkk report that ""MMaarryy  

MMaaggddaalleennee,,  MMaarryy  tthhee  mmootthheerr  ooff  JJaammeess,,  aanndd  SSaalloommee,,  aanndd  tthhee  ootthheerrss  wwiitthh  tthheemm"" came to the TToommbb  ooff  

JJeessuuss ""oonn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ddaayy  ooff  tthhee  wweeeekk,,  aafftteerr  SSaattuurrddaayy  ((SSuunnddaayy)),,  vveerryy  eeaarrllyy  iinn  tthhee  mmoorrnniinngg"",, ""wwhhiillee  iitt  wwaass  

ssttiillll  ddaarrkk"", they ""ssaaww  tthhee  ssttoonnee  rroolllleedd  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  tthhee  TToommbb"" and ""eenntteerriinngg,,  tthheeyy  ddiidd  nnoott  ffiinndd  tthhee  bbooddyy  

ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss""  ((MMaarrkk  1166::11--44)). While they were perplexed about what had happened, ""bbeehhoolldd,,  

aa  yyoouunngg  mmaann  ssttoooodd  bbeeffoorree  tthheemm,,  iinn  sshhiinniinngg  ggaarrmmeennttss"", who asked them: ""AArree  yyoouu  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  JJeessuuss  ooff  

NNaazzaarreetthh,,  tthhee  CCrruucciiffiieedd  OOnnee??  HHee  iiss  RRiisseenn!!  HHee  iiss  nnoott  hheerree..  HHeerree  iiss  tthhee  ppllaaccee  wwhheerree  tthheeyy  ppuutt  HHiimm""  ((MMaarrkk  

1166::55--66)). The HHoollyy  AAppoossttlleess  aanndd  EEvvaannggeelliissttss  LLuukkee  aanndd  JJoohhnn also emphasize an important aspect, 

namely that the HHoollyy  AAppoossttllee  PPeetteerr "and the other disciple whom JJeessuuss loved" (tthhee  HHoollyy  AAppoossttllee  

JJoohhnn), ran to the Tomb, went inside and saw ""tthhee  sshhrroouudd  llaaiidd  ddoowwnn......  aanndd  tthhee  nnaappkkiinn,,  wwhhiicchh  iitt  wwaass  

oonn  HHiiss  hheeaadd,,  iitt  wwaass  wwrraappppeedd  sseeppaarraatteellyy""  ((JJoohhnn  2200::77)). How the two disciples could see the shroud 

and the napkin, ""wwhhiillee  iitt  wwaass  ssttiillll  ddaarrkk"", asked the HHoollyy  FFaatthheerrss  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh, but it were they 

who gave us the answer. Thus, SSaaiinntt  GGrreeggoorryy  ooff  NNyyssssaa, in the well-known work: ""OOnn  tthhee  

RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  ooff  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt"", writes that all those who followed the HHoollyy  AAppoossttllee  

PPeetteerr that night, believed in the RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn, because the TToommbb  ooff  CChhrriisstt was filled with LLiigghhtt 

that was also visible and immaterial: ""AAllll  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  wweerree  wwiitthh  PPeetteerr  --  tthhee  HHoollyy  FFaatthheerr  ssaayyss  ssoo    
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bbeeaauuttiiffuullllyy  --  ssaaww  aanndd  bbeelliieevveedd,,  bbeeccaauussee  tthhee  TToommbb  wwaass  ffuullll  ooff  LLiigghhtt..  AAlltthhoouugghh  iitt  wwaass  nniigghhtt,,  tthheeyy  ssaaww  tthhee  

ffaaccee  iinnssiiddee  tthhee  TToommbb;;  aanndd  wwiitthh  tthhee  ssppiirriittuuaall  sseennsseess"". The existence of this HHeeaavveennllyy  LLiigghhtt is also 

supported by SSaaiinntt  JJoohhnn  ooff  DDaammaassccuuss who explicitly says that the LLiigghhtt that shone in the TToommbb  

ooff  CChhrriisstt, on that night of the RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn, was the uncreated LLiigghhtt  ooff  GGOODD  tthhee  CCrreeaattoorr, the 

LLiigghhtt from MMoouunntt  TTaabboorr seen by the HHoollyy  AAppoossttlleess  PPeetteerr,,  JJaammeess  aanndd  JJoohhnn, at the moment of the 

HHoollyy  TTrraannssffiigguurraattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd. This ""LLiigghhtt  ffrroomm  hheeaavveenn,,  lliikkee  lliigghhttnniinngg,,  ssuuddddeennllyy  sshhrroouuddeedd"" SSaauull  

ffrroomm  TTaarrssuuss on the road to DDaammaassccuuss and transformed him, from a persecutor of CChhrriissttiiaannss,, 

into the greater AAppoossttllee  PPaauull  ooff  tthhee  LLoorrdd, the ““AAppoossttllee  ooff  NNaattiioonnss””. Through this shining and 

HHoollyy  LLiigghhtt, the celebration of PPaasscchhaa becomes a FFeeaasstt of the LLiigghhtt  ooff  GGoodd, the uncreated and 

glorified TTrriinniittyy, of the LLiigghhtt that illumines our soul and mind, so that we may live in the 

LLiigghhtt, to be CChhiillddrreenn  ooff  tthhee  LLiigghhtt, having the LLiigghhtt of our SSaavviioorr''ss  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn in us, because 

HHee is the WWaarrrraanntt and the SSoouurrccee of our SSaallvvaattiioonn. 

MMyy  ddeeaarrllyy  bbeelloovveedd  OOrrtthhooddooxx  CChhrriissttiiaannss,, 

After HHiiss  CCrruucciiffiixxiioonn and DDeeaatthh, CChhrriisstt  tthhee  LLoorrdd descended to hhaaddeess to bring the GGoooodd  

NNeewwss of HHiiss  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn to the foresleeping ones and to raise up all those ""ffaalllleenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  

aaggeess"". However, HHee descended as a GGlloorriioouuss CCoonnqquueerroorr and as a TTrriiuummpphhaanntt  EEmmppeerroorr into 

the dark kingdom of death, to illuminate it with the LLiigghhtt of HHiiss  HHoollyy  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn, to ""ttrraammppllee  

ddeeaatthh  bbyy  ddeeaatthh"" and, thus, abolish our own death. After spending three days into the hhaaddeess, 

JJeessuuss returns to the new TToommbb  ooff  GGoollggootthhaa, clothed in GGlloorryy and dressed in the LLiigghhtt of 

unspeakable majesty and brilliance. HHiiss TTrraannssffiigguurreedd  HHoollyy  BBooddyy becomes a torch that burns 

with power, crosses the heavy stone slab of the TToommbb and HHiiss  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn is realized through 

an explosion of uncreated LLiigghhtt, which illumines the entire creation and the whole universe. 

This LLiigghhtt of the RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn pours ceaselessly, for two thousand years, every SSaattuurrddaayy  

ooff  PPaasscchhaa over the HHoollyy  SSeeppuullcchheerr of the LLoorrdd in JJeerruussaalleemm, when GGoodd allows it to be seen not 

only by the perfect ones but also by those who are imperfect, and even by unbelievers, with the 

aim of leading them to SSaallvvaattiioonn. The RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn of the LLoorrdd is, therefore, a celebration of 

LLiigghhtt, a DDiivviinnee  MMiirraaccllee above all miracles, to which we are all called, because together with the 

RRiisseenn  CChhrriisstt, all humanity is resurrected and reborn. In this sense we understand the words of 

the HHoollyy  AAppoossttllee  PPaauull addressed to the CChhrriissttiiaannss  iinn  CCoorriinntthh: ""BBuutt  nnooww  CChhrriisstt  hhaass  RRiisseenn  ffrroomm  tthhee  

ddeeaadd,,  aanndd  bbeeccaammee  tthhee  ffiirrssttffrruuiittss  ((ooff  tthhee  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn))  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ffaalllleenn  aasslleeeepp  ......  AAss  iinn  AAddaamm  aallll  ddiiee,,  

eevveenn  ssoo  iinn  CChhrriisstt  sshhaallll  aallll  bbee  mmaaddee  aalliivvee  ((wwiillll  rriissee))""  ((11  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1155::2200,,  2222))..  

Through HHiiss  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  CChhrriisstt  tthhee  LLoorrdd calls us, therefore, to spiritual rebirth, to the  
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regaining of the holiness and innocence received at BBaappttiissmm, to the PPaasscchhaall  LLiigghhtt that follows the 

time of sorrow, of repentance and fasting, of the fight against sin. The liturgical call ""CCoommee  aanndd  

rreecceeiivvee  tthhee  LLiigghhtt!!"" is an exhortation for all CChhrriissttiiaannss to become ""ssoonnss  ooff  tthhee  LLiigghhtt"", to live in the 

joy of the teachings of our LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss and to fight against all tendencies that try to reject the 

evangelical saving truths. Today, it is spoken and written more and more that contemporary 

society is going through a deep state of spiritual crisis that accentuates and favors the distancing 

of people from religious and moral values, which have become, at least in some parts of the 

world, purely optional elements. Due to this state of affairs, theologians warn that there is a risk 

of ending up in a society dominated by ““NNeeooppaaggaanniissmm””, a society that cultivates ddooccttrriinnaall  

rreellaattiivviissmm such as ""aallll  rreelliiggiioonnss  aarree  ggoooodd"". From here, to the return to the dark world of 

superstitions, to the occult practices, and pseudo-scientific currents, the road is not very long. 

That is why, as CChhrriissttiiaannss, we have the mission not to forget that through the HHoollyy  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn 

of the SSoonn  ooff  GGoodd we were freed forever from the bonds of sin, darkness and death, HHoollyy  PPaasscchhaa 

being the cornerstone of our FFaaiitthh, the celebration of TTrruutthh and LLiigghhtt uncreated that shines 

forever over the whole universe and over all beings, more than the sun, the moon and the stars.  

 With these thoughts and feelings, I urge you all to ""ppuurriiffyy  oouurr  sseennsseess  aanndd  oouurr  

ccoonnsscciioouussnneessss"", to banish from our mind and soul the darkness of malice, selfishness and vain 

pleasures, to become sons of the LLiigghhtt, to believe with all our soul and with all our conscience 

in CChhrriisstt  tthhee  LLoorrdd RRiisseenn from the dead, as the beginning of our resurrection, because, as a 

HHoollyy  FFaatthheerr  ooff  tthhee  CChhuurrcchh wrote: ""HHee  iiss  tthhee  ffoorrggiivveenneessss,,  HHee  iiss  oouurr  PPaasscchhaa,,  tthhee  PPaasscchhaa  ooff  oouurr  

SSaallvvaattiioonn;;  HHee  iiss  oouurr  lliiffee,,  rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn,,  lliigghhtt  aanndd  ssaallvvaattiioonn!!""  

Wishing you all, a blessed holidays with peace, health and in all spiritual growth, I 

greet you like the HHoollyy  AAppoossttlleess,, toward the hhoollyy  MMyyrrrrhhbbeeaarriinngg  WWoommeenn,, with the CChhrriissttiiaann 

greeting: ""CChhrriisstt  iiss  RRiisseenn!!""  

  

 PPrraayyeerrffuullllyy  yyoouurrss  iinn  tthhee  RReessuurrrreecctteedd  LLoorrdd  aanndd  GGoodd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  oouurr  SSaavviioorr,,  

      †† 
      

++TTHHEEOOPPHHAANN 

ooff  PPhhiilloommeelliioonn    

AAllbbaanniiaann  OOrrtthhooddooxx  DDiioocceese  ooff  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass 
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