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Schedulg of sgrviegs T Programi i Shérbegsave

-January 1, Wedngsday: Circumsion of Christ- St. Basil the Great
Rrethprerja ¢ Rrishtit- Sh¢gn Vasili i Madh
9:00 a.m. Orthros and ®iving Liturgy
M¢ngjesoreg dhe Meshé Hgjnore

-January 5, dunday beforeg Thegophany
€ Pjela para Theofanis¢
9:00 a.m. Orthros - Piving Liturgy and toly Water
M¢ngjesore - Blgsh¢ Hyjnore dhe Uji i Bekuar

-January 6, Mondagy: tloly Thegophany
Theofania € Shenjte
9:00 a.m. Orthros - Piving Liturgy and tloly Watgr
Mgngjgsore - Megsh¢ Hyjnore dhe dji i Bekuar
-January 7, Tugsday: St. John the Baptist
Sh¢n Joan Pagézori
9:00 a.m. Orthros and ®iving Liturgy
Mgngjgsore dhe Besh¢ tHyjnore
-January 12, Sunday aftgr Thgophany
€ Djela mbas Theofanis¢
9:00 a.m. Orthros and ®iving Liturgy
M¢ngjgsore dhe Blgshé Hyjnore
-January 17, Priday: St. inthony the Great
Sh¢n {Antoni i Madh
9:00 a.m. Orthros and Piving Liturgy
M¢ngjesoreg dhe Mesh¢ Hyjnore




-January 18, Saturday: St. dthanasios the Great
Sh¢n dthanasi i Madh
9:00 a.m. Orthros and Piving Liturgy
M¢ngjesoreg dhe Mesh¢ Hgjnore
~January 19, dunday: St. Mark of €phgsus
Sh¢n Marku i €fesit
9:00 a.m. Orthros and ®iving Liturgy
M¢ngjesoreg dhe Mesh¢é Hygjnore
-January 20, Mondag: &t. €uthymius the Great
dh¢n E€fthimi i Madh
9:00 a.m. Orthros and Piving Liturgy
M¢ngjesoreg dhe Mesh¢ Hgjnore
~January 26, Sunday: St. Xgnophon
Sh¢n Rsegnofonti
9:00 a.m. Orthros and Piving Liturgy
M¢ngjesoreg dhe Mesh¢ Hyjnore
-January 30, Thursday: The Threg Higrarchs
Treg Higrarket
9:00 a.m. Orthros and Piving Liturgy
M¢ngjesore dhe Mesh¢ Hyjnoreg
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Christmas

Christmas 2024

Dear Brothers and Sisters, blessed of the Lord
“The universe today s filled with joy! Christ is born of the Virgin."” Joy

This is the message of today's feast. Joy for the birth of Christ, joy for the

presence of the Light, the Sun of righteousness, among us. 'Our Savior has

wisited us from on high".Here, now, Christ is born and nothing is the same
anymore. Close your ears to the voices that bring turmoil and confusion. The humble cave of Bethlehem
overturns all logic and dispels the dark plans of the powerful on earth who want to dominate the lives of
people. This is not a false consolation nor a simple symbolism.

Today's feast proclaims something inconceivable by the human mind: God has come to dwell with us. He
came to unite with humanity, to share its pain, to respond to the longing for redemption. The inconceivable,
inaccessible and uncreated God humbles himself and becomes one with our perishable and mortal nature.
Really, not imaginary. The divinity empties itself into the body of humanity out of love alone. A scandal to
reason, an incomprehensible madness. God becomes man in order to make man, by grace, a god.

Jesus is born and works out the salvation of the world in an unusual way. With his silent coming into the
world, with the manger, with the Cross. Unlike modern leaders, who advertise power, noise and arrogance. If
for the logic of the world, glory and power is being able to impress, scare, oppress the other and ultimately
weaken him, in the spirit of the gospel, the fellow man stands before you as the image of the incarnate God.
For the Christian, there is no superior or inferior. Discrimination is abolished, unity prevails: 'there is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, we are all one in Christ Jesus."
Unfortunately, there are many who cannot stand the idea of a god who takes the form of a slave and appears
before us fragile, unprotected and despised, which is why they easily follow the various messiahs who appear
from time to time, sowing in the world their sick messianism, full of arrogance, conceit and selfishness. All of
them cannot concetve that the new path determined by the incarnate divine Word for the re-creation of man
has nothing to do with the display of greatness and power, on the contrary, it begins with humiliation and
emptying and ends at the cross. The path that the celebration of Christmas opens up for us is indeed difficult.

As Christians, we are called to assume our responsibilities. To become carriers of the peaceful revolution of
fhumiliation and sacrificial love. To emerge from the dark caves of individualism and isolation into the splendor
of the manger, where the light of salvation is diffused. To try to love as God loves us, with a love that takes
bold initiatives, that Rnows no boundaries, that does not divide but unites and embraces everything. To the
various challenges of today, let us oppose the dynamics of love and cultivate the peace that heaven proclaimed
on the holy night of Christmas. With this love, perhaps we too can become little [ight bearers, devoutly carrying
into the darkness of universal suffering the light of hope, which has a name and is called Emmanuel,

My brothers, do not be afraid of the voices that spread unrest and fear, do not listen to them no matter how
loud they are. Tonight, listen to the voice of heaven that speaks again through the mouth of the poet:
“Brothers, in peace the whole world breathes widely with all our dreams. Join hands, my brothers, this is
peace, this is love, this is Christ.” (Giannis Ritsos). Christ is born, joy to the world.

With blessings and love in born Christ
fArchimandrite Ignatios Kruja
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Krishtlindje 2024

Té¢ dashur véllezér e motra té beKuar né Zotin
“Universi mbushet me gézim sot! Krishti u lind prej Virgjéreshés” Gézim

Ky éshté mesazhi i festés sé sotme. Gézim pér lindjen e Krishtit, gézim pér

Dritén, Diellin e drejtésisé mes nesh. 'Shpétimtari yné na Ra vizituar qé

lartazi”. Kétu, tani, Krishti u lind dhe asgjé nuk éshté si mé paré. Mbyllni
veshét ndaj zérave gé sjellin shqetésim dhe Ronfuzion. Shpella e thjeshté né Bethlehem pérmbys ¢do (logjiké
dhe prish planet e erréta té té fugishméve té késaj bote gé duan té dominojné jetét e njerézve. Ky nuk éshté njé
ngushéllim i rremé apo thjesht njé alegort.

Festa e sotme shpall dicka té paimagjinueshme nga mendja njerézore: Peréndia Ra ardhur té banojé me ne.
Ai erdhi té bashRohet me njerézimin, té marré pjesé né dhimbjen e tij, ti pérgigjet déshirés pér shpétim. Peréndia
qé nuk, mund té Ruptohet, i pakrijuar, i paafrueshém, pérul veten e Tij dhe béhet njésh me nayrén toné té
vdeRshme. Realisht, jo dicka e imagjinuar. Hyjnia e zbraz veten e Tij né trupin e njerézimit thjesht nga
dashuria. Njé skandal pér arsyen, njé marrézi e pakuptueshme. Peréndia béhet njeri gé té béjé njeriun peréndi
me hirin e Tij.

Jezusi lind dhe shpéton botén né njé ményré té pazakonté. Me ardhjen e heshtur né boté, me grazhdin, me
Kryqin. Aspak si liderét moderné qé reklamojné pushtetin, zhurmén dhe arrogancén. Nése pér llogjikén e botés,
lavdia dhe pushteti éshté té jesh né gjendje té shtypésh, frikésosh dhe té mundésh tjetrin, né frymén e ungjillit,
bashkénjeriu géndron para teje si ikoné e Peréndisé sé mishéruar. Pér té Krishterin nuk, Ra inferioré dhe
superioré. Diskriminimi zhduRet dhe uniteti mbizotéron: 'nuk ka Jude apo Grek, nuk ka skllav apo té [iré,
nuk ka burré apo grua, jemi té gjithé njé né Krishtin Jesus." FatRegésisht Ra shumé qé nuk e durojné dot idené
e njé peréndie qé merr formén e njé sk{lavi dhe na paragitet 1 brishté, i pambrojtur dhe i pérbuzur. Prandaj ata
ndjekin mesiat e ndryshém qé shfagen here pas here, duke mbjellé né boté mesianizmin e tyre té sémuré, té
mbushur me arrogancé, mendjemadhési dhe egoizém. T¢ gjithé ata nuk mund té Ruptojné se udha e re, e
pércaktuar nga Fjala hyjnore e mishéruar, pér rikrifimin e njeriut, nuk Ra asgjé té pérbashkét me shpalosjen e
pushtetit dhe madhéshtisé, por pérkundrazi, fillon me pérulési dhe pérfundon né Rryq. Udha gé gelet para nesh
me festimin e Krishtlindjes éshté me té vérteté e véshtire.

Si té Krishteré ne jemi té thirrur té marrim pérsipér pérgjegjésité tona. Té béhemi mbartés té revolucionit
pagésor té pérulésisé dhe dashurisé veté-sakrifikuese. T¢ dalim prej skutave té erréta té individualizmit dhe
izolimit, né shkélgimin e grazhdit Ru shpérthen drita e shpétimit. T¢ pérpigemi té duam si¢ na do Peréndia ne,
me njé dashuri gé merr iniciativa té guximshme, qé nuk njeh Rufij, qé nuk pércan por bashkon dhe pérqafon
iitheka. Sfidave gé na shfagen sot, le ti pérballim dinamiRat e dashurisé dhe té Rultivojmé pagen gé qiejté
shpallén né natén e shenjté té Krishtlindjes. Té pajisur me kété dashuri, ndoshta edhe ne mund té béhemi
pishtaré té vegjél, gé me devotshméri sjellim dritén e shpresés né errésirén e vuajtjes sé pérgjithshme, dritén qé
ka emrin Imanuel.

Véllezér, mos u frikésoni nga zérat qé pérhapin shqetésim dhe friké, mos i dégjoni pavarésisht sa té
zhurmshém jané. Sot dégjoni zérin e qiellit qé flet sérish népérmjet gojés sé poetit: “Véllezér, né page bota
mbushet me _frymé me gjithé éndérrat tona. BashRohuni véllezér, Kjo éshté page, Kjo éshté dashuri, Ry éshté
Krishti.” (Giannis Ritsos). Krishti u lind, gézim pér botén.

Me bekime e dashuri né Krishtin e lindur
fArchimandrite Ignatios Kruja
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NOTICES

PIP YOU RNOW?

Prompt pagment of your Chureh
dugs and donations help us maintain
our beautiful, historic Chureh.
Without you, therg would not bg any
ot. Nicholas. Won't you plgase
considgr donating whilg payging your
dugs onling?

Jou may now donatg to ot.
Nicholas Churech by  visiting our wgbsitg:
stnicholasalbanianchicago.org. Simply click on thg PONHTE batton
towards theg bottom of thg homg page on our websiteg and follow the
dirgctions. *Plgaseg notg when using the PONHTE button for
memberships, you must seroll down and cheek the "Cover fegs" box, so
the chareh regegives the gntire megmbership dugs amount. You may also
mail a cheek to the chureh or stop by the chureh officg in person AFTER
Liturgy.

pPleedse NOTe: The office is CllOSECP during Orthros and Piving
bitargy.  {NNU DUES

Do you have a suggestion, a comment, a qugstion, or concegrn? We
havg gstablished a new gmail for gour usg to grpress any concgrns,
ask a gugstion or just makeg a comment.

It is: talkious@stnicholasalbanianchicago.ord. This is aconfidential
mailbox and will bg monitored very closely to be surg all
confidgntiality arg maintaingd.

BRICK PROGRIM

Ponations for our Commgmorativeg Brick
Program arg still bging takegn. Bricks can bg madge
to honor a mgmory, mark a spgcial occasion or to
show support. 1 4 inch by 8§ inch brick with up to 3
lings of gngraving can bg ordegred for a donation
of $250.00. Forms can bg found at the candlg stand
or you may also rgqugst a form bg sgnt to you via
gmail or US mail. To gnsurg thg wording and
spelling arg printed corrgetly on the briek, a form must accompany pagment.




ISR PATHER

A HEW DROP BOX IS LLOCATED REXT TO
THE BULLETIN BOURD BY THE STHIRS

WRITE YOUR QUESTION TO
FATHER IGRETIOS {IN® PROP IT IN THE

BOX OR CONTACT PIRCCTLLY TO HIs eMlls
prigst@stnicholasalbanianchicago.org




2025 Memberships-Stewardship

Please send in or drop off your dues for 2025 and 2024 if you still have not done it;
$150 per individual over 21 years or old, $250 for family membership-stewardship covering

both husband and wife plus children under 21 yrs of age. Please note “2025 dues” on your
check,

If you are not yet a member but would like to join our parish, please speak to a member

of the Parish Council for information. There is no initiation membership-stewardship fee
any more.

Member directory-If you need to update or correct your address or phone number or the

next membership-stewardship directory, please contact our church at 773-889-4282 or
church@stnicholasalbanianchicago.org . You can also contact Maria Barbachi if you ant

to give us your e-mail address to receive communication from our church. Also, if you are
moving, please inform the church in regards to the forwarding address for future church
communication. Membership-stewardship payment now can be done on our church website
under donate button. The droop down list has “Membership-Stewardship” option you can
use and make membership-stewardship payments.

Ju lutemi sillni ose dergoni pagesen e anetaresise-Rujdestarise se Kishes per vitin 2025
dhe 2024 ne rast se nuk e Reni bere akoma. Ajo eshte $150 per personat mbi 21 vjec dhe
$250 per familjet ge mbulon burrin, gruan si dhe femijet e tyre ne moshen nen 21 vjec. Ju
lutem shenoni “2025 dues” ne ceRun tuaj.

Ne rast se ju nuk jeni anetar-kuhdestar i kishes dhe deshironi te beheni, kontaktoni

zyren e kishes apo nje nqa anetaret e Keshillit te Kishes per informacionin e duhur.

Ju lutem njoftoni Kishen ne rast se keni ndryshuar adresen e banimit apo numrin e
telefonit per te bere Rorrigjimet e dufiura ne listat e Kishes. 773-889-4282 ose
church@stnicholasalbanianchicago.org




https://stnicholasalbanianchicago.org/

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
Shrine af the Holy Virgin Mary
2701 N. Narragansett Ave., Chicago, IL 60639
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St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox
G Church - Chicago, IL
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http://albaniandiocese-ep.org/

Diocese of thhe ATnmericas

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy - Astoria
NY

APRIL 21ST - STS. CATHERINE AND GEORGE GR
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https://www.goarch.org/




